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g a cheaper alternative
e for customized home additions
the first-

without sacrificing quality




One way Winn Custom Modular distinguish,

homes that he calls “shoeboxes.”
“A lot of our business is doing

‘pop-tops’ — adding a second sto-

1y to these small homes"” Winn

says.

The customization possible
with today’s modular units means
that each addition can blend

fraaid

put on a front porch or portico to
blend the two sections together,
too.”
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‘Winn says his work with clients
follows the same phases as a

romantic relationship: dating,’

when they're exploring the possi-
bility of a project; getting en-
gaged, which is the design devel-
opment phase and w}mn the

through a construction loan or a
home equity loan; and marriage,
when construction begins. Modu-
lar additions generally cost
$200,000 to £300,000, but Winn
says many of his clients opt for
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itself is by blending
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bathroom designer on staff to
work with the clients on plans,”

_ Winn says. “Most people come to

about it. We can do an addition
either way”

Modular additions can be de-
signed to blend with almost any
architectural style. The goal is to
have a seamless transition so that
the new space doesn't look like it's
modular and doesn't look like an
addition at all. However, modular
additions work best as an upper-

difficulty in aligning the floors in
a side-by-side addition, Winn
says.

The modular process is also
environmentally friendly since a
computer is used to cut materials
rather than an on-site construc-
tion ker. The Jengs both work

The Jengs, who added about
1,200 square feet on top of their
1,500-square-foot home, includ-
ing three bedrooms, a master
bath, a second bath and a laundry
closet, opted for fiber-cement sid-

for the Environmental Protection
Agency and are interested in
green building, Terry says, so a
modular addition is a natural fit.
“About 20 to 30 percent of the
cost of materials ends up in the
dumpster at traditional sites be-
cause of waste,” Winn says.

Locally sourced materials are
another tenet of green building.
Winn's modular additions are
built in Liverpool, Pa., or Rocky
Mountain, Va, both within the
typical 500-mile radius used to
define local materials.

“The raw building materials
come in one end of the factory
mdh:lsﬂﬂleaslﬂdmthe
modular addition is prod

with high-quality
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which we had never heard of," Vin
DeSomma says. “We have three
school-age kids and a dog, so the
most important thing to s is that
the modular addition meant we
only had to move out of our home
for six weeks of nine
months. We still had the benefit of
process since we

dition, but it was much faster.”

‘Winn says a traditional custom
addition typically takes at least
four months or longer, while a
custom modular addition typical-
Iy less than half the time of a
site-built addition. Once the de-
sign process and permitting are
done, it could take as little as four
to six weeks to get the addition
completed. He says it's common
to have to move out for as little as
two weeks. .

“You don’t have to move all of
your belongings, either, the way
you often do with a traditional

Jjoists
home is exposed for only a very
short time.

The Jengs sectioned off a cou-
ple of rooms in their home so they
could stay there through most of
the renovation, which was partic-
ularly important because they
have a St. Bernard and it can be

spend on alternative living ar-

square feet.

“Opting for a modular addition
isn't for the faint of heart,” Winn
says. “This is a case in which
‘measure twice and cut once’ is
mandatory. The addition must fit,
and there’s no room for making
adjustments on the fly”

‘Winn and his team take about
one week before the unit is deliv-
ered to 2 home’s roof and
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prep the resid for the modu-

a controlled setting so there’s no
risk of weather damage or theft of
the -

One big innovation in the
building of modular units is that
“inside-out,”

energy-

In order to ship the units safely
and lift them by crane for installa-
tion, they are typically built with
20 percent more framing materi-
al, which makes them stronger.

Winn, who has owned his de-
sign-build firm since 2002, has
been building custom modular
additions for about five years.

One potential disadvantage of
a modular addition is that it has
some size limitations since it
must fit on the back of a truck,
says Winn. He says the typical
modular unit adds 900 to 1,000

lar unit.
“The unit arrives and is put in

ing and tile work in place,” he
says. “It Jooks finished at that
point from the outside, but there’s
still work to be done inside to
ey i

“Custom modular additions
have the potential to be more
affordable, but most of our clients
add high-end features and finish-
esthat add to the cost,” Winn says.
“In general, modular additions
cost about 10 to 15 percent less

size of their home by about
30 percent, to 3,500 square feet,
adding four bedrooms

eanhwitha\m]kindoset.amn—
ter bathroom, a laundry room
and a hall bathroom. They turned
the first-floor master bedroom
into a den and knocked down a

(For a time-lapse video of the  $400,000, including u
Jeng addition, visit youtu.be/ such as hardwood flooring, a fra-
DgVdgBI=BrlU.) mmmmdmrmdﬂe

in ToOom.

Advantages of custom “It’s interesting that most of
modular additions - the homeowners who are choos-

Winn clients and Bethesda ing modular additions are young
homeowners Vin and Kerry - families” Winn says. “Older
DeSomma purchased a 1950s-era homwwnetsdon‘thmapoﬂuve
home that had ined in
amcﬁm.brinrmomthmﬁo andﬂmtttkey'mhqualhy

d to d it. unger people,
'l‘hemuple increased the size of puwingfnmﬂiﬁ,lmdermdthe
their previous home withthehelp  benefits and wonder why every-

of a design-build firm, but this one doesn’t opt for a modular
time they knew they could only  addition.”
‘build up given the size of theirlot. realestate@washpost.com
They say they also dreaded the e Py
lengthy process of a traditional A
remodeling project. To see more photos of the

“A neighbor at the local pool
told us about modular units,

Japgs‘ modular addition, go

to






